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equipped for any kind of action at that time. In September
1746, a French fleet under the command of La Bourdonnais
appeared off the coast of Goromandel and bombarded Mad-
ras. After a slight resistance the English had to surrender the
town on condition that the European inhabitants should con-
tinue to live there unmolested, their property should be
protected and that the town should be made over to the
English on the payment of a ransom of eleven lakhs of
pagodas.
We do not propose here to go into the details of the unseemly
contentions that ensued between Dupleix and La Bourdon-
nais as to the right to dispose of the English settlement which
was held under the French until 1749 when it was restored
to the English in accordance with the terms of the peace of
Aix-la-Chapele.
Dupleix dissuaded Nawab Anwaru'ddin Khan from giving
protection to the English by promising to transfer Madras to
his Government. But when the Nawab was convinced, by
the delay in making over Madras to his agents, that he had
been duped, he proposed to attack the French and deprive
them, by force of arms, of their newly acquired possession.
The English had requested him to interpose his authority in
their favour. Thereupon the Nawab demanded the French
to withdraw from the English territory. But the evasion on
the part of Dupleix determined him to send his eldest son,
Mahfuz Khan, at the head of 10,000 men to expel the French
from Fort St. George. Mahfuz Khan closely invested the
place. The French forces under Paradis, although small in
number, and yet superior in discipline, defeated Mahfuz
Khan's force, and compelled him to take refuge in St. Thom6
where he again sustained a heavy loss and his army was
completely destroyed. This victory of the French established
once for all the superiority of the European technique of
warfare over the traditional, out-of-date methods of the
irregular and badly armed Indian forces. It was from ob-
serving this superiority that the rulers of the country so
eagerly sought European aid in their internecine struggles.
At last a settlement between the Nawab and the French
was arranged through Muhammad Tawakkul, the resident
agent of the Nawab at Pondichery. The Nawab recalled his

